
 

OBTAINING ACADEMIC CREDIT FOR THE COURSE 

 

In order to obtain academic credit for this course, you will need to contact a professor at 

your university and see if she/he is willing to let you enroll in an independent study 

course.  This might be a course in biology, anthropology, zoology, animal behavior, 

tropical ecology, Animal Science, or psychology.  In that way, you will receive a grade 

on your transcript from your graduating university.   

 

You should provide the professor with the course syllabus (I can send it to you), list of 

research topics (that is already available on our website) and let she/he know that the 

course in Brazil is equivalent to an advanced undergraduate/graduate level research 

course that I teach at the University of Illinois (Anthropology 445).  In our class, you will 

receive lectures every day, take a 3 hour essay exam, take a quiz on field methods for 

your project, develop a data sheet to collect behavioral data, collect the data, analyze the 

data, and give a 15 minute powerpoint presentation based on your results.  I, and the 

graduate teaching assistants, will work closely with each student in helping them in all 

aspects of the course.  

 

At the end of the course you will receive a grade for each assignment and for the 

course.  Then when you return from Brazil, you will need to provide your final grade, as 

well your scores on each assignment to your professor.  You should also provide your 

professor with  your graded exam, class note, and powerpoint presentation.   Since it is 

the professor at your home university who will enter your grade, she/he can give you any 

grade they judge is appropriate.  However, over the past 20 years I have never had a case 

in which a professor at the student’s home university gave the student a different grade 

than I gave the student.   

 

To be clear, you will NOT receive a grade from the University of Illinois or the 

Universidade Federal Rural de Pernambuco, Brazil .  The only way you can obtain 

academic credit for the course is by working with a professor at your home university 

who is agreeable to letting you take an independent study course. 

 

If you have questions concerning obtaining academic credit, please contact, Dr Paul A 

Garber (p-garber@illinois.edu) 


